Conservative Group Amendment to Liberal Democrat Motion
Item 11, Oldham Council Meeting of Wednesday 13™" December 2023

Proposed: Cllr. Luke Lancaster
Seconded: Cllr. Pam Byrne

Council notes that:

¢ Speed limits on many of our Borough’s Britainr’s-roads are-60%-higherthan-in-Eurepe—, residential

and otherwise, are inappropriately high, and permit excessive speeds.

e [ssues with speeding are not limited to residential roads, but all roads across the highway
network.

¢ There are benefits to Rreducing speed limits on residential roads, including
reducetions in aipeHution; the incidents of accidents, and the numbers of fatalities and serious
injuries that result.

e The default s peed limit: of 20mph has-beenadopted-by-otherlocalauthorities
withoutthe-needfor require the implementation of physical calming measures- and active
enforcement, namely permanent cameras, otherwise they are largely permissive and general speeds

still exceed the limit.

e The recent Welsh Government action to introduce default 20mph speed limits across their
nation has resulted in great public opposition, with October 2023 polling conducted by Redfield
& Wilton Strategies showing that 59% were against the change (only 29% in favour), and more
than 450,000 people having signed a petition to the Senedd calling for the new policy to be
reversed.

e Default 20mph limits risk the perception of arbitrary restrictions being applied on responsible
motorists, and widespread disobedience with the speed limit; as well as longer-standing traffic
generating greater emissions.

e 20mph zones are most appropriate and effective when implemented around schools, town and
village centres, and locations of high pedestrian traffic and strong, local road safety concerns.




e Engage with residents in all communities across the Borough to establish locations which may be
suitable for lower speed limits, including more 20mph zones which cover residential roads, and
roads which are presently of higher and even national speed limits.

e Urgently review the effectiveness of existing 20mph zones, with a view to strengthening through
physical traffic-calming measures and enforcement actions.

e Demonstrate flexibility in responding to requests for permanent speed cameras, rather than
refusing simply on the grounds of rigid criteria.

e Utilise the recent £544,000 funding award from HM Government to perform a programme of
pothole repairs and road improvements, which in turn deliver road safety benefit.
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Proposed: CllIr. Luke Lancaster
Seconded: Cllr. Pam Byrne

Council notes that:

¢ Speed limits on many of our Borough’s roads residential and otherwise, are inappropriately high,

and permit excessive speeds.

e [ssues with speeding are not limited to residential roads, but all roads across the highway
network.

* There are benefits to reducing speed limits on residential roads, including reductions in the

incidents of accidents, and the numbers of fatalities and serious injuries that result.

¢ Speed limits require the implementation of physical calming measure and active enforcement,

namely permanent cameras, otherwise they are largely permissive and general speeds still exceed

the limit.

e The recent Welsh Government action to introduce default 20mph speed limits across their
nation has resulted in great public opposition, with October 2023 polling conducted by Redfield
& Wilton Strategies showing that 59% were against the change (only 29% in favour), and more
than 450,000 people having signed a petition to the Senedd calling for the new policy to be
reversed.

o Default 20mph limits risk the perception of arbitrary restrictions being applied on responsible
motorists, and widespread disobedience with the speed limit; as well as longer-standing traffic
generating greater emissions.

e 20mph zones are most appropriate and effective when implemented around schools, town and
village centres, and locations of high pedestrian traffic and strong, local road safety concerns.

Council therefore resolves to:



Engage with residents in all communities across the Borough to establish locations which may be
suitable for lower speed limits, including more 20mph zones which cover residential roads, and
roads which are presently of higher and even national speed limits.

Urgently review the effectiveness of existing 20mph zones, with a view to strengthening through
physical traffic-calming measures and enforcement actions.

Demonstrate flexibility in responding to requests for permanent speed cameras, rather than
refusing simply on the grounds of rigid criteria.

Utilise the recent £544,000 funding award from HM Government to perform a programme of
pothole repairs and road improvements, which in turn deliver road safety benefit.



